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Partner facility

Stool testing and associated processes
1. Who orders stool testing ?


MD

RN

2. What criteria are used ( check as many as apply)

·  Increase in number of stools in  a day

· More stools than ‘normal’ for patient

· Specific number of stools in a day

· Consistency change in stool

· ‘Smell of C Diff’
· If room mate dx with CDI

· If exposed to person or equipment ( shared commode, etc) with CDI

3. Do you have a stool rejection protocol in your facility?
Y
N

4. If yes to #3, Please check all that apply:
· For formed stool

· For more than one stool sent in a day for testing

· For ‘Cure’ or CDI resolution confirmation

· IF an enema must be done to obtain a sample

5. In general when a patient has signs/symptoms of gastroenteritis with diarrhea; what tests are normally ordered (check all that apply and free script if anything left off this survey you normally test for if a patient has diarrhea )

· Ova and Parasites

· Stool panel including salmonella, campylobacter, shigella.
· Defer to C Diff testing first

· Defer to C Diff testing first and if negative, test for further stool pathogens

      ​​​​​​​Free script if needed_______________________________________________________________

6. What CDI stool tests are available for you ( check those that apply)
· Tissue culture assay

· Toxin/EIA/GDH

· PCR

7. What is the turnaround from the time you collect and label stool for testing and obtain test results for C diff?
· Tissue culture assay ____________

· Toxin/EIA/GDH _______________

· PCR _______________

8. Do you isolate patients when stool is sent, pending results?       Y
N

Stool sample handling:

1. How are C Diff stool samples obtained? ( check all that apply)

· Swab

· Bedpan

· Bedpan with urine ok

· Commode bucket

· Commode bucket with urine ok

· Toilet

· Hat 
· Saran/plastic wrap covered toilet 

· Diaper or incontinence pad fresh stool
· Diaper/Incontinence pad unknown time of passing stool

· From stool collection device bag ( tube to bag--used for stool incontinence)

· From colostomy bag

· From ileostomy bag

· Patient/family brings to health center or clinic or lab

2. Do you write the antibiotics that patient is receiving on the lab slip for testing? Y    N

3. How are C Diff stool samples handled until they are sent to the lab ? ( check all that apply)

· Placed in sealed clean container
· Placed in a sealed plastic bag

· Sent in cup in colostomy bag

· Refrigerated if testing will not be done within 2 hours

· Placed in courier pick up insulated  container, to await pick up

4. If courier pick up is used, how often is pick up? ( Skip if you do not use courier pick up.)
· Twice a day

· Hourly

· May be overnight

· Maybe over weekend for Friday afternoon collection and Monday am pick up

· Other ______________________________________________________

Isolation and testing
1. If stool for C diff is negative, do you maintain isolation for symptomatic patients?   Y     N

2. What is the duration of isolation after positive CDI testing?

· Duration of stay
· Cessation of symptoms

· Cessation of symptoms plus time.  

Time:
1. 12 hours

2. 24 hours

3. 48 hours

4. 72 hours 

Thank you 

Please fax or email back by the end of work on Monday 3/12 so we can talk about it at our meeting next week 3/14/12

FAX:  413-794-8866

Email: Mary.ellen.scales@bhs.org

Mary Ellen Scales, Director Infection Control, Baystate Medical Center

Sharon McCormick, Manager Microbiology Laboratory, Baystate Reference lab

